
This beach's black/gray sand is a challenge for any detector. The Deus delivered
impressive depth on low-conductivity targets.

Testing The XP
Deus: A Wireless

"Custom"
Detector

By Clive
Anytime a new metal detec-

tor arrives at my door, it's an
exciting day! When I was asked
to write a few pages about the
new French-produced XP Deus
(pronounced "Dae-uhs" meaning
"deity" or "supreme being"), a
quick review of the literature told
me that I was going to be trying
out a truly unique and special
detector. I saw that it was a wire-
less machine that incorporated

Clynick
three modules: coil, pocket-sized
control unit, and headphone. I
also saw that it had a large num-
ber of features which could be
accessed very simply by way of a
basic "point and shoot," user-
friendly interface. I certainly
liked the idea of a machine that
offered this level of versatility,
and set out to see how it would
perform in the field under a vari-
ety of conditions.

Author Clive Clynick takes a break
during his Deus field work.

I began by focusing on the
opinions of XP Deus users— just
as I would when selecting a
machine to buy. Usually these
comments will be mixed. With
the Deus I saw only good feed-
back. Several themes emerge in
the comments of Deus users. All
are impressed with the design and
the ultralight weight, a trim 2 Ibs.
3 ozs. The wand telescopes from
either end— a quick snap-out,
and you are hunting.

Each of the two control mod-
ules (control pod or headphone)
can run the detector independent-
ly. This also means that with a
waterproof hood or sealed bag for
the control pod, the detector is
rainproof.

Every single hunter who
commented on the Deus was
impressed by the speed of
response. Of the nine preset pro-
grams that are oriented to various
types of conditions / targets,
"Deus Fast" is already legendary
for its ability to pick out masked
signals from dense iron and trash.
Other presets are based upon the
strengths of two popular XP
machines, the Gold Maxx Power
and the Gold Maxx 11.

A manual also tells you a lot
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All three devices (coil, remote display & headphones) communicate with one another via a digital wireless radio link that
was developed specifically for metal detecting.

about a machine and the compa-
ny that makes it. Obviously, a
high-fidelity detector needs
clear, simple instructions, and
that's exactly what is given.
Each feature is explained in
terms of what it does, how to
implement it, and what kinds of
conditions / situations might
require it. Overall, the manual
promotes the remarkable versa-
tility of the Deus well and
instructs the new user on just
how to best utilize it.

Let's run through some of
the more noteworthy features of
the Deus— some of the things Test finds included turn-of-the-century U.S. and Canadian coppers and a
that are genuinely new: Victorian silver dime.

Switchable Frequencies
4 kHz, 8 kHz, 12 kHz and 18

kHz. These all offer peak perfor-
mance in specific conditions.
The lower ranges are best for
larger, high-conductivity targets
in lighter soils. The two middle
ranges are for general use, and
the highest (18 kHz) is best suit-
ed for finding low-conductivity
items such as small gold targets
in highly mineralized ground,
wet or salt beach sand. Small
oval tabs air tested at over 10" sit-
ting on sand. I can see this as a
great park or beach gold

This "truck grove" park site was a good test for the Deus's performance around iron. machine.
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